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A  l e g a c y  o f  s e r v i n g  a n d  m e n t o r i n g

B R E N T  A N D  S H E R R I E ’ S  S T O R Y

B R E N T  A N D  S H E R R I E  
A M AT O

I n  2 0 2 5 ,  C L S  p r o u d l y  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  
B R E N T  &  S H E R R I E  A M AT O  

S C H O L A R S H I P  F O R  S T U D E N T S  
i n  h o n o r  o f  B r e n t  a n d  S h e r r i e  a n d  t h e i r  l e g a c y  s e r v i n g  s t u d e n t s . 

Brent and Sherrie Amato, who met 
through connections with CLS, dedicat-
ed their lives over 48 years of marriage to 
embracing law students in the Chicago-
land area instilling in them the foundation-
al elements required to form their life and 
vocation on a firm spiritual foundation. 

Through the Law Student Ministries pro-
grams like direct mentorship and in-per-
son events, students (1) develop a greater 
understanding of the need for Christ in 
the law, (2) benefit from seasoned Chris-
tian mentors they would not likely find 
anywhere else, and (3) are equipped to 
act as the salt and light of Jesus in their 
legal community.

Although Sherrie was called home unex-
pectedly and is no longer able to stand 
with Brent as his partner, Brent continues 
to carry out the mission to equip law stu-
dents during the formative years of their 
careers. He knows, wholeheartedly, the 
direct and transformative impact of this 
investment in the lives of the students, as 
well as the exponential effect that these 
students have throughout their careers 
as they impact thousands of lives through 
their unique and influential calling and vo-
cation.

Law students receiving scholarships are 
able to attend in-person CLS events, al-
lowing them to take a deeper step into 
their calling and connect with the Chris-
tian community in the law. Empowering 
students through these events creates a 
mission-minded class of young attorneys 
with both the purpose and knowledge of 
the practical application of their knowl-
edge to intentionally engage the soci-
ety around them and act through their 
unique skills and calling to help others 
with the selfless love of Christ.

L e a v i n g  a  L e g a c y
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PRAY
Please pray for CLS’ ministries as CLS 
continues to impact our nation for Christ. 
CLS’ work is possible because of God’s 
provision and your faithful support. CLS 
firmly believes in the importance of 
bringing the needs of CLS’ ministries to 
the Lord in prayer. 

GIVE
CLS’ work is supported entirely by faith-
ful partners who believe in CLS’ mission. 
Please consider supporting CLS financial-
ly in the coming year. You can designate 
your gift to your favorite CLS ministry if 
you would like. Please also consider in-
corporating CLS into your will today. CLS’ 
ability to reach more people for Christ is 
heavily dependent on the financial sup-
port CLS receives.

SHARE
Please tell your friends, family, and col-
leagues about CLS. Share the CLS pub-
lications with everyone you know. CLS is 
always thankful for your positive words of 
its critical ministries. 

VOLUNTEER
If you are interested in getting involved 
in CLS in a volunteer capacity, CLS has 
many opportunites available including, 
but not limited to:
•	 leadership and coordination of CLS  

  attorney and law student chapters
•	 attorneys and administrative staff   

  working at Christian Legal Aid      
  clinics

•	 coordination with state lawmakers           
  to protect religious freedom in    
  states nationwide

•	 planning and on-site assistance at  
  the CLS Regional Retreats

•	 mentoring law students
•	 mentoring attorneys (of all ages)

GET CONNECTED
Show up and get involved with a local at-
torney or law student chapter. Stay con-
nected by following Christian Legal Soci-
ety on Facebook or Twitter. Read through 
the CLS magazine and journal. Sign up 
for devotionals, monthly emails, and other 
CLS communications.

H o w  y o u  c a n  h e l p
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Chairman of the Board
Joshua Grosshans
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Jeffrey S. Fowler
 
Chairman-Elect
Christopher J. Charles

Secretary Sylvia Chen 
 
Treasurer John Kea

President & CEO
David Nammo

Benjamin Bull
Richard Campanelli**
Stephen Chong
Harold Coleman, Jr.
Herb Grey
John L. Kea II
Alfred Lee* 
Jay Lifschultz
Monique Miles

Lauren Rushak
Ken Sande
Bruce Sidebotham
Morse Tan
Jeffrey Ventrella*
Lori Young

*Joined the board
**Left the board 
 

B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s

President & CEO
David Nammo

Chief Operating Officer
Jeremy Woodruff

Chief Advancement Officer
Courtney Herron

Chief Financial Officer
Peter Smith

Director,  
Attorney Ministries
Melissa Scott

Director,  
Law Student Ministries
Anton Sorkin

Director,  
Center for Law & Religious 
Freedom  
Steve McFarland

Director,  
Christian Legal Aid  
Beth Jones

Senior Counsel 
Lori Kepner
Laura Darien Nammo

Of Counsel 
Kimberlee Colby

Barnabas Fellow 
Joe Ruta (Northeast)
Brent Amato (Chicagoland)

Office Manager
Luke Lagwi

Coordinator
Michelle Williams (LSM)
Alanna Walker (Grants)

Program Director
Mike Schutt  
   (CLS Law School Fellows)
Jeffrey Ventrella 
   (Witte Workshops)

C L S  S t a f f
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I n c o m e  a n d  D o n a t i o n s

Note: These financial reports for 2025 are pending completion of our annual audit.  
All information on these pages reflects data from January 1, 2025, through December 31, 
2025. CLS’ Annual Report, IRS form 990, and audited financial statements are available 
upon request.

Law Student Ministries   	 $619,009      20% 
Attorney Ministries   	 $612,585       19%
Center for Law 
     & Religious Freedom  	 $466,372       15%
Christian Legal Aid   	 $459,458       14% 
Conferences & Events   	 $439,727        14%
Development  		  $364,172         11% 
Administration   		  $208,058         7%

PROGRAM EXPENSES

Law Student 
Ministries

20%

Attorney Ministries
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Center for Law & 
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PROGRAM REVENUE

Donations		  $1,084,853   43%
Foundation Grants	 $687,000      27%
Conferences & Events   	 $373,613        15%
Membership Dues   	 $343,642       14%
Other		     	 $24,164             1%

Donations
43%

Foundation 
Grants
27%

Conferences 
& Events

15%

Membership 
Fees
14%

Other
1%

In 2025, CLS invested 82 cents of every dollar  
directly into ministry programs. 
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