Reason magazine, October 2008 Issue

What Part of Legal Immigration Don’t You Understand? s rym andssithapaimia  ttustrated by erry colon

Opp of illegal are
fond of telling foreigners to “get in line” Are you Congratulations! You've

kb # that found one of the easiest B oni fla yoor Totaltime to
before coming to work in America. But relative’s ways to become an sy immigrate and
what does that line actually look like, parent, Amﬂklln. There ”:s no m".:' s ::cs:me a dlsl:m

spouse, annual cap on tl . CASE:

and how many years (or decades) does gersied number of spouses, m-a:k::hys TO SEVEN YEARS,
ittake to get through? Try it yourself! child? ‘minor children, or parents

of U.S. citizens who can ‘I::‘xu::;an.nd.::ks
»and they generally 3 you're a citizen. Total th
Adult children can receive green cards. b:: ‘;' -::e to
by and become a
ZI'lg;sr;s an teo Single adult Married adult Wllhl ;“ green card, citizen: 12T0
apply for a children: six-to- children: seven- :S. : you likely can 28 YEARS

become a citizen
14-year wait. to-15-year wait. e sixyears.

Ifyou're the
child, are you a

With a green card,
Spouses and minor you likely can
children of lawful become a citizen
permanent residents after six years,
can apply.

Total time to
immigrate

and become a
citizen: 11 T0
13 YEARS

Total time to
immigrate

and become a
citizen: 14 TO
20 YEARS

Wait time for a single
adult child of a lawful
permanent resident:

nine to 14 years.

Mvw:ldl
- @ f e 3 .
""'"@---f Doyouhaveacollegedegree . OK.Thenyou ., -youhave """""@"""""E ‘:'"""@""’m“m".m ... SRR ... -
@ (-,  inaspecaltyoccupation? havea shot, ... ajoboffer. i g : sixyears for itizenship..

R

Lenmme

Ifan employer can't ..
‘wait six to 10 years for

H immigrate and

..is he willing to apply 1170 16 YEARS
.. foryour temporary work
visa (H18)7

]
i

(Flynn is director of government affairs and Dalmia is a senior policy analyst at Reason Foundation. This chart was developed by Reason
Foundation in collaboration with the National Foundation for American Policy.)
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